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black ; and as the majestic and tremendous Durga (of whom I shall now
treat), of a yellow colour.

In this character she is represented with ten arms. In one hand
she holds a spear, with which she is piercing the giant Muhisha ; in
another a sword ; in a third, the hair of the giant, and the tail of a
serpent twined round him ; and in others the trident, the discus, the
axe, the club, the arrow, and the shield. One of her knees presses on
the body of the giant, and her right foot rests on the back of a lion,
which is lacerating his arm. On her head she has a crown richly
ornamented, and her dress is magnificently adorned with jewels.

No. XT.
CASHMIR.1

IT appears very evident that Cashmir has been a regular kingdom for
a period that transcends the limits of legitimate history ; and even if
we feel disposed to contest the accounts of our author, and to dispute
his series of Dynasties and Princes, we must still rest satisfied with the
proof of its existence either under the names of Caspatyms or
Abisarus, as early as the days of Herodotus and Alexander. There
can be no doubt, however, of the regular organisation of this state at a
period much antecedent; and it is probable that, in remote times, it
exercised a more decided interference in the concerns of India than it
has done for many centuries past; it seems highly probable, also, that
it was the original dominion of the Pandava princes, and that it fur-
nished in them Sovereigns to the plains of Hindustan.

The religion of Cashmir has, in like manner, been Hindu from a very-
remote date. Originally, no doubt, it was the Ophite, or snake worship,
but this is a part of the Hindu ritual, and the Nagas are included in
the orthodox pantheon. The adoration of Siva was soon engrafted
upon this, even if the two rites were not originally identified.

It appears that the Buddha schism was known in Caslauir at a very
early period, and possibly preceded the introduction of a fully organised
Brahminical priesthood; it probably, in short, preceded the introduction
of the Brahminical caste. Asoca, although a worshipper of Siva, is
said to have countenanced this new faith. His son, Jaloca, commenced
his reign with serious efforts to repress it, and it was possibly partly
with this view that he introduced the colony of Brahmans from
Canouj.

i From Professor Wilson's "Kaja Tanmgini," As. lies., voL anr.